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PROCEEDINGS OF THE CONFERENCE OF PROFESSORS OP 
SANSKRIT HELD AT NEW DELHI ON THE 30TH SEPTEMBER 
AND iST OCTOBER, 1955. 


EE Qs ai, TE 


A conference of Professors of Sanskrit in Indian Universities 
was convened by the Ministry of Education, Government of India and 
held at New Delhi on the 30th September and Ist October, 1955. The 
following were present:— 

1. Shi Humayun Kabir, Secretary to the Governmeut of India, 

Ministry of Education, (Chairman) 


2, ' Prof. Dharmendra Nath Shastn, M.A., M.O.L., Head of the 
Department of Sanskrit, Meerut College, M«erut (Agra University). 


8. Dr. H.L.Sharma, Head of the Department of Hindi and Sanskrit, 
Muslim University, Aligarh. 


4. Mahamahopadhyaya Dr. Um sh Misra, M.A., D. Litt, Senior 
Reader of the Department of Sanskrit, University of Allahabad, 
Allahabad. 


5. Dr. C.S. Venkateswaran, Head of the Department of Sanskrit, 
Annamalai University, Annamalainagar, 


6. Dr. Suryakant, M,L.C, M.A., D.Litt. (Pb), D.Phil (Oxon), 
Professor and Head of the Department of Sanskrit, Banaras 


Hindu University, Banaras, 


7. Dr. S. S. Bhawe, M.A, Ph.D. Reader in Sanskrit, Baroda 
College, M.S. University of Baroda, Baroda, 


8. Prof. Ram Naryan Sharma, L. 5. College, Muzaffarpur (Bihar 
University). | 

9. Prof. R.R. Deshpande, Professor of Sanskrit, Ramnarain Ruia 
College, Matunga, Bombay (Bombay University). 

10. Dr. Ashutosh Bhattacharya Sastri, M.A., Ph.D., Head of the 
Department of Sansknt, Calcutta University, Calcutta, 

11, Prof. Rajani Kanta Sarma, Cotton College, Gauhati (Gauhati 
University). 
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12. Shri R. C. Parikh, Director, B, J. Institute, Bhadra, Ahmedabad 
(Gujrat University). 


13, "Dr, S, C.Nandimath, M A., Ph.D., Principal, Basweshwar College 
Bagalkot (Karnatak University). 


14 Dr. N. N. . Ghoudhuri, Head af the. Department of Sanskrit, 
Delhi University, Delhi. 


15. Dr. K,C, Pandey, Lucknow University. 


16., Dr. V. Raghavan, M.A. Ph.D., Professor of Sanskrit, Madras 
University, Madras. 


12,, Shri V. T, Tirunarayana Iyengar, M.A., Head of the Sanskrit 
Department, Maharaja's College, Mysore (Mysore University). 
18.. Shri S, P. Chaturvedi, M A,, Kavyateerth, Vyakaranacharya, 


Principal and Professor of Sanskrit, Nagpur Mahavidyalaya, 
Nagpur (Nagpur University). 


19: Dr. A. Sharma, Héad of the Department of Sanskrit, Osmania 
University, ‘ Hyderabad-Deccan. 


20, Dr Tarapada Choudhary, Head of “the Department of Sanskrit, 
^A Patna Pee: "Patna. ' 
21. Dr. 


R. N. Dandekar, Head of the Department of Sanskrit, 
' Poona University, Poona. 


22, ,Shri, Jagan Nath, Head of the Department of Sanskrit, Punjab 
University, c/o Commerce College, 'Jullundur, 


23. Pt. Bhagvad Datta, Part-time Lecturer in the Camp College, 
New Delhi (Punjab University). 


24 :Dr V. M. Apte, MA, Ph.D. Head of the Department of 
Sanskrit, Sagar Unversity, Sagar. 


25 “Prof. D. S Phatak: M,A., Professor of Sanskrit, S: N. D. T. 
^ College for Women, Bombay. (S. N. D. T. Women's University). 


26. Sri Gopal Pillai, Principal, Sanskrit College, Travancore (Travan- 
core University). 
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97. Dr. K. B. Tripathi, M.A., Ph.D, Professor and Head of the 
Department of Sanskrit and Oriya, Ravenshaw College, Cuttack 
(Utkal University). 

28. Dr. Siddheswar Bhattacharyya, M.A., Ph.D., D.Litt., Bar-at Law, 
Prof.-in-charge of the Department of Sanskrit, Visva-Bharati 
University, Santiniketan. 


29. Sri P. V Ramanujaswami, M. A., Retired Director of Oriental 
Research Institute, Tinupati, Andhra State (Sri Venkateswara 


University). 


Other Invitees 
30. Dr. M. M. Dass, Parliamentary Secretary, Ministry of Education, 
New Delhi. 
31. Mahamahoradhyaya P.V, Kane, M.L.C., Former Professor of 
Sanskrit and Vice-Chancellor, University of Bombay. 
32. Prof, K A. Nilakanta Sastri, University Professor: of Indology 
Maharaja’s College, Mysore. 
.83,. Dr. M. Nizanuddin, Ph.D., Dean of the Faculty of Arts, Osmania 
University, Hyderabad-Deccan. 
34, Shri H. S. Verma, Assistant Secretary, University Grants Cem- 
mission, New Delhi. 
Shri K. G. Saiyidain, Additional Secretary to the Government of 
India, Ministry of Education, was also present at the coneluding session 
of the Conference. 


Shri M. P. Jain, Education Officer, Ministry of Education, acted 
as Secretary to the Conference, 
2. Inaugurating the Conference, Professor Humayun Kabir said that 
the Ministry considered it necessary to seek the advice of teachers for 
the reconstruction of syllabas, the maintenance and coordination of the 
standard of teaching in a subject. With this aim in view, the Ministry 
had previously convened Conferences ef University Professors of Econo- 
mics, English, Hindi, History and Philosophy and the present Conference 
was the latest to be held. 


Modern scientific inventions and means of communication bad no 
doubt brought the various parts of the world nearer to one another but 
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unfortunately the physical devices. which bring us together also sometimes 
bave the opposite effect of giving rise to frictions and clashes. Physical 
proximity accompanied by psychological distance can create serious problems. 

Even a country with a unified culture like India has been at times 
disturbed by the, claims of different regions. In recent times, one's 
natural pride in one's own language bas at times led to a sense of 
rivalry vis-a-vis other languages. This should not be so, and we 
should all be happy whenever any Indian language makes progress because 
it thereby adds to the richness of the common heritage. We are proud 
of all Indian languages and want them to progress and develop. 


| Sanskrit, Professor Kabir went on,to say, was one of the major 
cementing cultural forces in India. The stream of its living tradition 
had continued to flow through the long centuries of Indian history. Un- 
fortunately, the stream was running thin now and the problem, which 
the Conference would no doubt consider, was how to restore its strength. 
Of course, no one can expect all Indians to become great scholars of 
Sanskrit; it will remain the language of the few, the intellectual elite, 
so to speak. But there was no reason why its vitality should not be 
felt in the renaissance that is taking place around us. Sanskrit had 


an important role to play in contributing to the sense of unity among 
eur people. 


Professor Kabir then observed that now-a-days practical, vocational 
àr pure Sciences Courses, i.e. those which had a direct application to life, 
were more’ popular in India as elsewhere. Very few were attracted to. 
Philosophy or the Humanities. Fewer still were attracted to Sanskrit. One 
reason might be that the methods of teaching Sanskrit were outmoded. 
Or, the study of this subject did not have any direct application to life. 
He hoped that the Conference would consider this matter and also suggest 


steps that may be taken to encourage Indian students to study 
Sanskrit. 


(n this connection, he reminded the Conference of the example of 
England where the value of classical education was recognised but not 
over-emphasised. He suggested for consideration the starting of an India. 
Literarae Humaniores, a joint Honours Course in Sanskrit and Persian/. 
Arabic, which will give our University students a comprehensive, back- 


ground of the fusion that has resulted in what we call Indian culture 
and civilization, 


foes 
(5) " 
Professor Kabir then referred to the question of the study ‘of 
Sanskrit oustide the universities. He felt that pathshalas and other 
non-university institutions teaching Sanskrit should be encouraged, but 
the problem of maintaining correct scholastic standards in these was a 
difficult one. It seemed necessary that some kind of uniformity should 
be established in their teaching and examination standards. It was for 
the Conference to consider what might be done to bring this about. 


Continuing, Professor Kabir stressed the need for developing Jndolog- 
ical studies on a sufficiently broad and integrated basis. There will be 
those, he said, who will make the study of Sanskrit their vocation in life. 
There will also be those who will combine the best of our rich cultural 
heritage derived fiom the study of Sanskrit with the disciplines that 
modern education provides, We must cater for both categories in dealing 
with this question, He suggested for consideration, how best an Institute 
of indology may be developed where the study of Sanskrit may find its 


proper place. 


Summing up the task before the Conference, he said that it had 
to consider how the study of Sanskrit in schools, colleges, universities 
and other institutions could be toned up and improved, and how Sans- 
krit could be made a living force so as to attract our best students, 


3. A brief general discussion then followed on the scope of the Con- 
ference. All those present took part in it. During the discussion, Professor 
Humayun Kabir had to go away on account of other official work and 


Prof. P. V. Kane took the chair. 


4 The Conference took up consideration of the Agenda given in 
Appendix “A”. 


After a brief discussion, the Conference appointed three Committees 
to consider the Agenda and report to the Conference on Ist October 1955. 
The members of each Committee and the items.of Agenda referred to 
them are given in Appendix “B” The Conference was, however, of the 
view that members should be Fe to attend meetings of more Committ- 


ees than one if they so desired. 


The Conference met again on Ist october, 1955 to consider the report 


§ 
submitted by the then Committees and made the follcwing reccmnendation: š 


Jtem 1 
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This Conference wishes to emphasise the great role played by San- 


skrit as a unifying force in the cultural history of India and the basic 
importance of its study for all humanistic sciences and urges the 
necessity of some knowledge of Sanskrit being imparted to all Indianstu- 
dents at some stage in their education. The Confere :e recommends in 
that connection :- 


(i) 


that it is desirable to familiarise children, even at the Elementary 
stage, with the Saaskrit language and thought through simple 
subhasitas, stotras etc, and through versions in their mother-tongues 
of stories from representative Sanskrit classics ; 


(ii) that, in view of the importance of a knowledge of Sanskrit for 


(äi) 


(iv) 


an adequate understanding of India’s ancient heritage, in view ot 
the fact that the study of Sanskrit will substantially help the study of 
Hindi and the regional languages and . with a view to equipping 
the students with the necessary background fur higher Indological 
studies at the University level, Sanskrit be made an independent 
compulsory subject for all students in Secondary and Higher Sec- 


ondary schools, the duration of the study of Sanskrit at these sta- 
ges not being less than four years ; 


that, in view of the fact that most of the administrators and diplomats 
will have already acquired sufficient knowledge of Sanskrit, it may 
not be necessary to make Sanskrit compu'sory in schools for the 
training of administrators and diplomats but that they should be 


required to possess adequate knowledge of ancient Indian culture as 
preserved in representative Sanskrit works ; and 


that, though the Sanskrit language as such may not be made 
compulsory in vocational and technical schools and colleges, a 
general course in Humanities with special emphasis on the achieve- 
ments of ancie.t India in the realms of arts and crafts, sciences 
and technology be made compulsory in such schools and colleges. 


This Conferencé recommends— 


(a) that Sanskrit should have its legitimate place in the pre-University 


stage; 


67) 

(b) that in tho BiA. (Pass) or But, (Hons), Sanskrit “Be nadd one of 
the optional gropps. and that these. who dow not-offer Sanskrit as 
an option, be required to take one paper embodying elements of 
Sanskrit: culture, provided. that. students -offeting ‘Ancient ! Indian 
History, Indian Philosophy or any ene of the modern Indian lan- 
guages, „take an additional paparin , Sansktit with: a-swftable syllabus; 


(c) that Honours and M.A courses in Sanskrit be inst ‘tuted in "h 


Indian universities ; 


(d) that methods of Sanskrit'teackiiig ‘be fnclüded in the Coursë, in 
thé Teacher Frainihg” institutions; ' 
(e) that the Boards of Studsesin Sanskrit in the" various ‘universities 
he asked, to frame. suitable syllabi in tha lHight'"of' thé abôve 
Tegommendations, : 
fé 

Having given careful consideration to the proposal of the Govern- 
ment. of -Uttar Pradesh.to-have.an Indian”Board of Sdnskrit Studies and the 
observations made theyeom by, the Uhiversity Grants Commission, “His 
Çonference , strongly feels the -need ‘for the 'fotmatióf à ati’ ATI-IBOÍA 
body, 1o be, called the All-India Board : of ‘Sanskrit Stediés; to advise 
the. Government, of, Indie om. all watyers! relating tó Sdnsktit  Editicátion 
at all levels, whether canducted on modern lines or ‘on ‘traditional “lines 
The main functions ,of ‘this Board: may bo, among others,“ 


(i) to formulate , patterns. of Sanskrit, Education, at idifferenent 
levels; 

(ii) to coordinate courses, teaching research, publication and simile 
other activities; 


(iy TO, Stangaraise ,examinapog; RDA! 
(v) ‘to méet periodically? ta”! réview thé! "Work dóe^ i this fidd 
‘owed to 'reeorintend ways "iid: heats ‘to ‘Gubprove and deve op 
= Sanskrit studies. i 
LRE Adana, Hoard. ot wanskrit ‘S:udies may be constituted! bi repre’ 
sentatives of: 


(i) universities ; 


(8) 
(ii) various recognised bodies teaching Sanskrit including tradi- 
tional Pathshalas, or conducting Sanskrit Examinations; and 


(iii) institutions of standing doing work in the field of Sanskrit 
studies and research, one representative of the All-India 
Oriental Conference, and Government nominees. 


Item 4 


( i) This Conference is of the opinion that there is scope for 
improving the method of teaching Sanskrit soas to make it both inter- 
esting and effective, and for this purpose, recommends to Sanskrit teachers 
to employ the direct method, and as far as possible teach through the 
medium of Sanskrit, at least in Pathshales, and make students learn 
forms of words as parts of spoken speech and not crammed up para- 
digms. Attempts should be made to make the learning of Sanskrit 
attractive by supplementing the teaching with dialogues, scenes from drama, 
literature of the type of Panchatantra, grammatical Kavyas ete, 


(ii) With reference to Sanskrit and the replacing of English by 
Hindi, this Conference recommends that (a) in the interests of correct- 
ness of use of Sanskrit words and forms, a course of sound Sanskrit 
study be insisted upon for the students of Hindi and (b) that this 
Conference appeals to Sanskrit teachers and writers to enrich the langu- 
age and literature as the medium for expressing modern thought, to: 
produce Sanskrit books on modern subjects and to build up, utilising 
among others the valuable resources of ancient technical and scientific 
literature-in Sanskrit, an adequate and apt vocabulary for modern ideas 
in Sanskrit, 


Item 5 


(a) This Conference recommends that the highest Sanskrit exami- 
nations comprise provision for adequate viva voce tests and provision to 
test the ability ofthe candidate to write and speak in Sanskrit and that 
such provision be adopted at all stages for examinations in Pathshalas. 


(b) This Conference recommends that at all levels and in all types 
of Sanskrit teaching, the passing of students be based not merely on the 


marks at a final examinaticn, written or oral, but also on periodical tests and 
records of work all through the course. 
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Item 6 (i) 


Resolved to recommend that, except in the case of reputed Pandits of 
the traditional type, teachers of Sanskrit in the respective stages be persons 
of the minimum qualifications specified against each of them, below:— 


(1) 


(2) 


(3) 


{4} 


(5) 


(6) 


Secondary and Higher Secondary Stages : 
Diploma or Title holders, for example, Tirtha, Acharya, Shastri, 


Siromani, Vidwan, and other equivalent examinations, 


Degree Classes : 
Sanskrit M A. or B.A. (Hons) 


Head of the Sanskrit Department or Chief Professor : 

M.A. or B.A (Hons) with aresearch degree or a record of research 
work of approved merit, and at least five years’ experience of 
post-graduate teaching. 


Teachers for Guiding Research : 


Heads of Departments or Chief Professors called upon to guide 
research scholars should have to their credit, in addition to a 
research degree, a continuous record of recognised research work. - 


Research and Teaching Departments : 


At least one member of the staff in both the University 
Research Departments and Colleges teaching M.A or Honours 
curriculum be a Pandit qualifted in Shastras in traditional style 
so that the Skastaric texts prescribed are properly taught and 
that no distinction be made in respect of the grade ot the 
Pandit member of the staff. 


Pathshala Teachers ° 


{a ) Beginning Stages : 

Diploma or Title Holders. 

( b ) Diploma Classes : 

Title holders with at least three years of teaching experience or: 
reputed Pandits of the traditional type. 


(c) Maha Vidyalayas : (Higher Institutions of the traditional 
type) 

Tite holders or reputed Pandits with at least five years’ teaching 

experience and record of original work of approved merit. 


( 10 ) 
(7) Manuscript Libraries and Institutes : a moii 


.Directéres : of Institutes or Libraries , should, possess the 
same qualifications as Professors mentioned previously ith, the 
provision that the condition about teaching experience, pe relaxed 


Curators of Libraries ; 
MR! of "rite. Hbtdér -with a“lesdateh dégreë'dr experience of 
‘critical editovidl work. 
Shastris : 
Title holders with experiltíte o1 manusenpt work. 
Item 6 (ii) 


As,there is at present no comprehensiyg scheme, for a cauxse in Sanskrit 
Teachers’ Training referring to Sanskrit teaching at allievels and in all types 
of schools and colleges and as there 1s need at present to make Sanskrit teach- 
ing both interesting and effective, this "Conference recommends that suitable. 
abéencies bé'set'up td evolve Suth a comprehensivb:-training Cout&e for Sans- 
krit teaching at-all levels dnd in all: types! of schools and! colleges and that 
on'the basis of: suchar comprehensive scheme of teashers’ ‘training, future 
teachers of Sanskrit be required to be qualified. 


Iten 6 (i) | 


Resolved ‘to recommend: that! steps be ‘taken’ to promote. inter-Uni- 
vérsity contacts, -&ooperatlon'ánü exchange afongst Sanskrit teachers, re- 
deurch ^seholats atid students, dnd ‘that, as/oné of thé ways of ‘achieving this 
atid, universities be réquiréd to strange for coutses'of Iectures by! Professors 
of other universities, 


Item 6 (iv) 


Resolved to recommend, that in the tüatler^of appbintihent of Sans- 
krit teachers, the highest Sanskrit examinations in the modeth as well as 
the traditional institutions be given due recognition RYGA the institutions 
and governments, that in the modern jnshtutions, the highest degrees 
Should: be: M: Aor BLA. {Hans} 67 M.O. L and; dtithe pést-graduate 
level, M.Litt, Ph. D. and D Iptt. and; that, in:the \fxaditionel ánstitution, 
the highest titles or diplomas be. those decided, upon, by the, Committee 
of the Board of Sanskrit Studies: concerned with the coordination and 
Stapdardisation of the:different Sanskritititle addi plomu e'vamindtions in the 
country. 
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Item 7 (i) 


Resolved that this Conference recommends that all universities should 
provide annually in their Sanskrit Departments out of their research fund or 
with special financial aid from Central and State Government : 


(a) Research scholarships for junior research students; 
(b) Reseatch fellowships for senior research scholars; 


(c) Facilities for further researches for select scholars to go abroad 
and work with f reign specialists, where necessary, The normal 
duration of (a) and (b) should be {wo years; 

and 

(d) Similar research scholarships and fellowships be awarded in the 

traditional Pathshalas and Mahavidyalayas also. 


Item 7 (ii). 


(a) Resolved to recommend to universitites to diversify the lines of 
‘research in Sanskrit, paying more attention to fields relatively more neglected 
at present, such as Linguistics, Vedic, Puvanic studies, restoration of lost 
texts from Tibetan and Chinese, comparative study of rlated cultures of 
Middle East and Far East etc., an attempt being made to avoid duplication 
and secure coordination in work in the different universitities, 


(b) (i) Resolved to recommend that both at the Centre and in the 
'States special efforts be made to organise the survey and collection of Sans- 
krit manuscripts, and the preservation, cataloguing and pu'lication of those 
manuscripts and that for this purpose suitable legislation be undertaken to 
safeguard valuable manuscripts against neglect, destruction or sale and trans- 
port outside the country. 
(ii) Resolved to recommend further that the important collection 
of manuscripts in the former native States, administéred formerly in a quasi- 
public manner and now in complete private possession, be, by suitable nego- 
tiation, made available for the use of scholars. 
(iii) Resolved to recommend that a survey be made of existing 
non-official research institutes in the country in the field of Sanskrit and 
evolve a suitable system of grant-in-a.d for their encouragement, 


(iv) Resolved that, in respect of post-graduate research degrees, 
uniform regulations be adopted in all universities to define the status of 
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M.Litt, Ph.D., and D.Litt. degrees and tbe conditions for admission-té 
them, 


Item 7 (ii) 


(a) Resolved to recommend that a comprehensive annual descriptive 


bibliography of Sanskrit studies in India and outsaide be undertaken and 
published as a first priority. 


(b) (1) Resolved to recommend that the preparation and serial 
publication of critical editions of rare and important Sanskrit texts be made 
a regular feature of the work of the Sanskrit Departments of all the uni- 
veresities ; and 


(2) that the proposed Board of Sanskrit Studies appoint an 
Advisory Committee to examine and determine a list of priorities in respect 
of Sanskrit texts to be taken up for publication, 


(c) Resolved to recommend that, with a view to familiarising the 
traditional Pandit scholars also with critical methods, the editions of texts be 
provided with critical methods in Sanskrit or Sanskrit resums of the English 
introduction, 


(d) Resolved to recommend that special grants be given by the 
Centre or the State Government te universities to publish at least a 
selection of the unpublished research theses lying in the different uni- 
versities and that for this purpose an ad hoc Committee of the Board 


be appointed to select and draw up a list of unpublished University theses 
that could be published. 


(e) Resolved to recommend that arrangements be made to make 
the Sanskrit publication of one centre, university or institute known and 
available in other Indian centres, universities or institutes as well as in 
the centre of Sanskrit studies in foreign countries. 


(f) While appreciating the aid already given by the Government, 
jt was resolved to recommend that the Central and State Governments 
should come forward to give liberal financial assistance to major Sanskrit 
research undertakings like the Vedic Index, the Ramayana, the Sans- 
krit Dictionary, the Catalogus Catglogorum, Sanskrit Encyclopaedia etc. so 
that these are completed withig a reasonable time. 
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Item 8 

(i) While noting with satisfaction that Departments of Sansknit 
have already been established in a number of Indian universities, this 
Conference strongly recommends that, for the development of higher Sans- 
krit Studies and Research, Government do help in the establishment of 
full-fledged Chairs in Sanskrit in all universities where they do not exist. , 


(ii) This Conference is of the opinion that, subject to other rele- 
vant conditions, due consideration should be given to persons properly 
trained in Sanskrit for employment 

(a) in diplomatic services particularly as cultural attaches im 
Indian embassises ; 


(b) as officers in-charge of cultural programmes in. Ali India 
Radio, the Information Service, and similar act ivities ; and 


(c) as Professors of Sanskrit in foreign universities. 


(ii) This Conference is strongly of the opinion that every possible 
effort be made by the Government to preserve. traditional Sanskrit learning 
by extending liberal patronage to persons trained in that discipline and by 
makíng available to them all facilities for suitable employment. 


(iv) (a) This Conference heartily welcomes the proposal for the carly 
establishment of a Central Institute of Indology and suggests that, while 
finalising the scheme for such an Institute, Government assign an impor- 
fant and right place to Sanskrit in the Institute and, for this purpose, 


seek the advice of competent Sanskrit scholars, 


(b) Resolved that this Conference welcomes the announcement 
of the Honourable Minister of Education to the effect that the question 


of the appointment of a Commission to study the question of the pro- 


motion of Sanskrit is under the consideration of the Government. 


6. Shri K.G. Saiyidain, Additional Secretary, Ministry of Education, 
who presided over the concluding session of the Conference, thanked 
the members for their deliberations and expressed the hope that they would 
make every effort to improve the teaching of Sanakrit in their respective 
universities. He advised them not to sacrifice quality to quantity in 


the study of Sanskrit. 


7. With a vote of thanks to the Chair, the Conference came to a 


close. 


APPENDIX “A” 
Courses of Studies 


The place of Sanskrit in General education and in particular to 


consider whether it should be taught as a compulsory or optional 
subject in :- 


(a) Elementary schools, 

(b) Secondary and Higher “Secondary schools, 

(à Schools for the training of administrators and diplomats, and 
(d) Vocational and Technical schools and colleges. 


The place of Sanskrit in the universities, duration and content of. 
courses, and the preparation of model syllabii for the different stages > 


Intermediate classes or pre-University Class ; 
Degree Classes (Pass and Honours) ; 
Post-graduate Classes ; 


(Teachers Training Institutions ; 


‘+ 
after taking into account the existing curricula in the various 
Indian universities and the following considerations. viz :- 


(a) The need for uniformity in standards and curricula ; 


(b) The need for the reorganisation of syllabus in order to adopt 
' . derivative of Sanskrit as the official language of India ; 


(c) The need for uniformity in the standardisation of Sanskrit 
examinations ; 


(d) The place of Sanskrit with special reference to cultural develop» 
ments. 


Proposal of the U.P. Government to have an Indian Board of 
Sanskrit, on the lines of the Inter-Unis ersity Board for watching 
the interest of and guiding Sanskrit education and research on an 
all-India level. (Annexure) 


8. 


The 
for 
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method of teaching Sanskrit and to suggest ways and means 
improving it, keeping in view the meed-for the study of 


Sanskrit with special reference to replacing English by Hindi. 


Changes desirable in the system of examination etc. in Sanskrit. 


Teachers of Sanskrit 


(i) 


(ii) 
(tii) 


(v) 
(i) 


di 
(iit) 


The mininmum qualification and experience necessary for the 
teaching of Sanskrit at the various stages. 

The training of teachers of Sanskrit. 

The exchange of professors, teachers and students between uni- 
versities in India. 

The scope of recognising the highest examinations in Sanskrit 
held by the various institutions for the appointment of Sans- 
krit teachers. 


Research, Publication and Coordination 


The institution of Research Fellowships in Sanskrit at the uni- 
versities. 
The scope of and arrangements for research in India. 


The publication of standard edition of well-known classics, 
including those devated to research in the subject 


General 


(i) 


(ii) 


(i) 


dv) 


Establishment of Sanskrit Departments in universities which do 
not have such Departments at present. 

The scope.for the employment of those trained in Sanskrit in 
the various national fields and to consider the provision of 
suitable vocational guidance to such persons. 

The place of Sanskrit in the syllabi of different Sanskrit 
examinations. 

Any other matter with the permission of the Chairman. 


ANNEXURE TO APPENDIX “A” 


Proposal of the Government of Uttar Pradesh to have an Indian 
‘Board of Sanskrit on the lines of the Inter University Foard for watch- 


ing the interest of and guiding Sanskrit education and research on an 
all-India level.— 


With a view to bringing about uniformity of standards in the 
Sanskrit examinations of different States and  universites in India, the 
‘Government of Uttar Pradesh convened in 1950 an All-India Conference 
to discuss and evolve some common standards of examinations. In all, eight 


y > * ace . * ig à d 
State Governments and six universities were invited to attend the 
Conference. 


The Conference met in Banaras on Ist and 2nd May, 1950 and was 
presided over by Acharya Narendra Deva. The Conference resolved that 
an all-India body by the name of Indian Board of Sanskrit Studies be 
set up on the lines of the Inter-University Board for watching the inte- 


rest: of and guiding Sanskrit educatioan and research on an all-India 
level. 


In pursuance of this resolution, the Government of Uttar Pradesh 
prepared a draft constitution of the Board and forwarded a copy of the 
same to this Ministry for perusal and comments. It was also stated that 
that Government had invited the opinion of the State Governments on 
the desirability of convening another conference for discussing the Cons- 
titution of the proposed Board. 


The. matter was referred to the University Grants Commission 
who expressed the view that it did not seem necessary or desirable to 


have a separate Board of Sanskrit Studies which might attempt to lay 


(17) 
down standards for all the universities in India. Unlike professional :sub- 
jects in which such Institutes. might lay down minimum standards neces- 
sary for org&msing the profession, in a cultural subject like Sanskrit 
there should be complete freedom for each university to frame its own 
course of study and wherever possible, arrange for specialisation in par- 
ticular aspects of the subject. The formation of a separate Board for 
Sanskrit Studies would, in their opinion, be an encroachment’ on the 


freedom of the wniversites. 


The Commission further opined that wherever the universities them- 


selves felt the need for conferring together on the question of standards, 


they could do so at their initiative and the Commission was also pre- 
function of the 


pared to assist them in the process in terms of the 
The State 


coordination of standards which has been assigned to it. 


Government of Uttar Pradesh was informed accordingly. 


The Government of Uttar Pradesh, however, again stressed the 
need of the Indian Board of Sanskrit Studies in view of the following 


reasons:- 


{i) The course and standards of Sanskrit examinations held by the 


différent examining bodies are by no means uniform; 


(ü) The duration of the courses and the nomenclatue also vary in 
some cases which lead to difficulties in their mutual recognition. 
The State Government further stated that the proposed Indian- 

Board of Sanskrit studies is not intended to function as a rival body to 

any of the Inter-University organisaton but will only watch the interests of 

Sanskrit education and research and coordinate the activities of Sanskrit 

institutions, which is a genuine need in this period of renaissance of 

Sanskrit learning and education. That Government requested the Gover- 

nment of India to reconsider the matter and place it before the Uni- 


versity Grants Commission again for reconsideration. 


(18) 

Accordingly the matter was referred to the University Grants 
Commission and the Commission, on reconsideration, have expressed the. 
following views:- 


(i That the establishment of any Board or Institution which would 
interfere with the freedom of the existing universities to carry on 
post-graduate and research work in any subject could not be 
commended by the Commission; and 


(M) that in so far as the proposed All-India Institution was intended 
to cite the work of Sanskrit Pathshalas and other non-Uni- 
versity bodies, this was outside the purview of the University ` 
Grants Commission. | 
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APPENDIX “B” 
CONFERENCE OF SANSKRIT TEACHERS 


Committee A 


A. Sharma 


9 `C. S. Venkateswaran 
, D.S. Phatak 


Pom mp 


Pn Pe Nes 


L 1 


Shastri 

Sharma 

Pandevi 
Tripathi 
Nilakanta Sastri 
Kane 


D. N. 
H. L. 
K. C. 
K. B. 
K. A. 
P. V. 


R. C. Parikh 

R. R. Deshpande 

Ram Narain Sharma 

R. N. Dandekar 

S. C. Nandimath 

Siddheswar Bhattacharyyalyengar 
Tarapada Choudhary 

V. T. Tirunarayana 


Commitiee-B 


Ashutosh Bhattacharya Sastri 
Gopala Pillai 

Jagan Nath 

N. N. Choudhuri 

Rajani Kanta Sarma 

S.S. Bhawe 


Committee- C 


Bhagvad Datta 
P. V. Ramanujaswami 


S. P. Chaturvedi 
Umesh Misra 


5. V. Raghavan 
6. V.M. Apte 


(Items 1,3 and 8) 
Osmania University 
Annamalai University 


S. N. D. T. Women’s University 


Agra Univerity 
Aligarh University 
Lucknow University 
Utka! University 
Mysore University 


Fbrmer Vice-Chancellor, Poona 


Univeristy. 

Gujrat University 

Bombay University 

Bihar University 

Poona University (Convener) 
Karnatak University 
Visva-Bharti University 
Patna University 

Mysore University 


( Item 2) 


Calcutta University 
Travancore University 
Punjab University 

Delhi University (Convener) 
Gauhati University 

M. S. Baroda University 


(Items 4,5,6 and 7) 
Punjab University 
Sri Venkateswara University 
Nagpur University 
Allababad University 
Madras University (Convener) 
Sagar University 


